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Sir John Hawkins jointly commanded a fleet which was
to ravage the Spanish West Indies; but these two great
commanders and cousins fell out, and the expedition was
mismanaged. The Spaniards, moreover, were better pre-
pared to resist it than in earlier years. Whilst the fleet
was passing through the Virgin Islands (the northernmost
of the Lesser Antilles), Sir John Hawkins fell ill and
died. Drake soon afterwards delivered a desperate attack
on the town of San Juan in Porto Rico, but was com-
pelled to retire after a loss of forty or fifty men. He
sailed on towards central South America, capturing and
plundering, amongst other places, Santa Marta, near the
mouth of the Magdalena River (Colombia), and the much-
plagued Nombre de Dios, on the north coast of the
Panama peninsula. Here he landed and tried with 750
soldiers to cross the Isthmus of Panama. But he was
defeated on the way with great loss and obliged to return
to his ship at Nombre de Dios. Here, with disappoint-
ment and the effects of the climate, he fell ill, and died
on 28 January, 1596. He was buried in a leaden coffin
on or near the coast of one of .the Escudos Islands, about
100 miles to the west of Nombre de Dios, near the Bocas
del Toro.